Fellow hikers on the trail of life,

  Hope you all are enjoying the journey, today and everyday. Last

saturday I was feeling euphoric, having bested that nasty virus.

Sunday was one of those days when everybody and their grand-mama wants

to be out and about, and you want to high-five all in sight for no

reason. That morning I went biking and it was great to see so many

people out despite the fear that is hanging over this area after the

sniper shootings of last week. It was such a great day that you even

forgot that all those shootings had happened the week before.

Keep hiking, and let me know how it is going!

Sankar

Random thoughts (20)

10/9/02

1. It is difficult to teach Buddhism in this country, I think. This

country is based on desire, and the satisfaction of desire through

hard work. It is also about enjoying life as much as you can. I think

what the teachers of Buddhism in this country say, in light of this

reality, is that you can get an even higher level of enjoyment, if you

realize that it is not desire that causes the problems, but rather

attachment to desire. Just do your work and don't worry about the

results. That is also what the Gita teaches.

2. I was thinking about all the people I have met in the course of my

life so far. Some people that I thought would always be a part of it

are now but a wispy memory. Others that I hoped to meet again and

again are never to be seen or heard from. How quickly time dissolves

associations! What are my chances of meeting any one person among all

these six billion people, just by random happenstance?

3. That led me to think what it would be like, to have a billion

people in one place. Let us start by gathering one billion ants. If

each ant takes up one square centimeter, then you can have 10,000 ants

in one square meter. That means you only need about 100,000 square

meters, or a square of side

about 320 meters to enclose a billion ants. That would be about 9 city

blocks for one billion ants. Now, if each person takes up one square

meter, all of them can be put in a square of side about 32 kms, or 20

miles. The Washington monument is about 440 feet (132 meters) high.

Using the fact that the radius of the earth is 6400 kms, and applying

Pythagoras theorem, you can show that from the top of the monument you

can see as far as 40 kms, or 25 miles. That means you will be able to

see a billion people from the top of the monument if they all gather

around it. On the other hand, what it would be like, to have a billion

people live in one place? If they all live like Singaporeans

(18,000/sq. mile), they will take up the whole of Iowa (56,000 sq.

miles). If they all live like Washingtonians (10,000/sq. mile), they

can fit in Nevada (100,000 sq. miles). But if they live like New

Yorkers (25,000/sq.mile), they will only need all of Virginia (40,000

sq. miles). Imagine, a state of the size of Virginia, filled with

sky-scrapers and crazy drivers! But you see that space is not the

problem. It is the amount of resources consumed per person.

4. I was trying to explain the concept of equivalence classes. Turns

out the way people agglomerate in parties is a good example. Assume

that the party is hosted by an anonymous institution, not a single

person or a group of housemates. The relation A can talk to B is

reflexive (A can talk to A), symmetric (if A can talk to B, B can talk

back), and transitive (if A can talk to B and B can talk to C, then B

can introduce C to A), and hence an equivalence relation. Therefore

according to the theory of equivalence classes, the set (in this case

the people at the party) will be divided into disjoint sets called

equivalence classes where each person in a given class is related to

every other person in that class. Thus it is that people divide

themselves into groups such that no person in one group knows no

person in a different group. Am I allowed to say, "Voila!"? Perhaps

this is too self-evident? At least now you know what equivalence

relation means.

5. Whether you keep learning and evolving throughout life really

depends on whether you are able to keep your ego from getting bigger

than your head. The more a person thinks he knows, the less he can

continue to learn.

6. While watching football this sunday, I had a Eureka moment. At long

last, I think I really know the answer to the question, "Why do men

like to watch sports?" It is because, while watching sports, even the

shrimpiest, most weaselly little man feels like one of the big men

doing stupendous things (what about women?). After all, it doesn't

matter how you look like, it is what you feel like. Everyone has the

right to feel like superman. If you read the Post article on Dan

Snyder, the Washington football team owner,

you realize that all this is about him feeling like he is one of the

big men, i.e, Stephen Davis, Bruce Smith, et al. I guess same

principle applies to movies, concerts, etc.,

7. What is the job of the long-snapper in a football team? Is snapping

and blocking all that he does? If so, it must be the easiest way to

make a half million per year.

8. Now for some funny moments from the week:

a. Bill Maas, FOX Sports commentator, during the Philadelphia-

Jacksonville game: "If your offense is like a restaurant, the running

game is what's on the table. It is what makes people to want to keep

coming back. The rest of the stuff is like decorations."

b. A girl is walking across the yard on campus talking on her cell

phone.

"No! turn around! this way! Yeah!" Then she waves at her friend. At

least she didn't have to yell across the yard.

c. Sometimes it is better not to stop and smell the roses. I was

passing by this bush which seemed to have a rather unusual looking

bright pink flower in it. Upon "plucking" it, I realize that it is a

well shaped wad of gum someone had chewed and then stuck on the bush.

Go ahead, have a hearty laugh at my expense. That piece of gum has now

served a purpose.

