On Thursday (10/30) morning I was sitting in my office, a thousand thoughts flashing through my little brain. I was seated facing the window, and as I was staring ahead and thinking about something the sky outside the window caught my attention. My mind stopped dead in its tracks, arrested by its sheer clarity and blueness. And so I sat staring at it for a few moments. I noticed the cherry tree moving in the wind, its leaves fluttering in all their autumnal chromatic splendor. Presently a leaf floated down and joined the rest of its fallen brethren on the brick sidewalk. Between the cherry tree and the sky cars and trucks drove around the lake on Michigan ave, and the occasional gull flew by, mute spectators in this conversation between the tree, the wind and the sky. And here I was sitting on my chair, not very different from that leaf or that bird, another stroke of color on this glorious painting. As you are, as well, my dear friend and reader. 

Yours,

Sankar

P.S: If you are receiving this for the first time, I send out these “random thoughts” letters to friends, at random times. All of these letters can be read at http://geocities.com/sankarx
Click on “writings” and then “random thoughts.” If you have been receiving this for a while and prefer not to receive it, please let me know.

Random Thoughts (66)

11/1/08

1. Last Saturday (10/25) was a rather rainy day. I was feeling a bit blue and tired. Sitting in the torpedo factory food court in Alexandria I was grading some papers, watching the rain fall over the Potomac. A couple was having a conversation in front of me, and I was captivated by the way the woman was using her hands to express herself. It is amazing how our hands have evolved. First they were feet during our four-legged days. Then they became prehensile organs during our tree-swinging days. Then they became tool handlers, starting from sticks and spears to the keyboard I am using to type these very words. And finally they are organs to express our feelings. What would be next? 

2. One good thing about having somebody like Obama as President who is so accomplished and capable is that it makes you feel like you want to work hard and do something with your own life. Whereas with Bush, well, he is muddling around in his job, can’t even answer half the questions from the Press properly, you don’t feel very motivated or enthused. Good quality leadership at the top inspires people to reach higher.

3. I must say I have not been very fond of the Clintons, though there have always been things I liked about them. But they need to be given their share of credit. They might not have the same goals, or approach things the way I’d like, but I think one has to give them this much – They do care about improving the lot of people in the US and in the world. Especially Hillary with her crusade for health care expansion and Bill with his Clinton Global Initiative that is doing a lot of good work around the world. One also has to accede that they have finally accepted their role in the Obama campaign and are doing everything they can.

4. The “Bradley effect” has been talked about endlessly. I have been worried the race factor in this election as well. But this article in New York Times was an eye-opener. It tries to explain why we are all missing the point when it comes to what the white voters will do. When you look at people as people, as opposed to categories or stereotypes, you really begin to see who they are:

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/26/opinion/26rich.html?_r=1&em&oref=slogin
5. Ultimately politicians, even one as good as Obama,  can only do so much. Much as I think an Obama presidency would be very beneficial to America not just in terms of the practical things he might do to improve the economy, environment, etc., but also in terms of how it could change America as a society, it is up to the people and social and spiritual leaders to change the attitude of people when it comes to understanding each other, caring for the environment, helping each other, etc., But everyone agrees that Obama has already accomplished much in terms of getting young people involved in the civic process. 
